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In globalization era, environmental issues has being become more acute. The 
environmental security that formerly was thought to belong to the "low politics" 
began to surface, and the environmental diplomacy between countries spreaded out 
extensively. China’s environmental diplomacy starts from the United Nations 
Conference on Human Environment in 1972, and its background is economic 
globalization , the changed epoch theme, the formation of global environmental 
consciousness and China's increasingly serious domestic environmental problems. 
Before the reform and opening-up, although China’s environmental diplomacy made 
some great progress, it still lay in the edge of global environmental cooperation. After 
the reform and opening-up, China’s environmental diplomacy has entered a new 
historical period and from a passive “observer” changed to an active “participant”, 
then changed to a rational “activist”. 
In future, China’s environmental diplomacy will also continue to face the dual 
challenges from home and abroad, including the increasing severeness of domestic 
environmental resources, the lack of environmental diplomacy funds, technology and 
talents, the harm of environmental colonialism and the slander of “China's 
environmental threat” and “China's environmental responsibility”. In order to answer 
the challenges readily and promote our development, we have to make the strategic 
orientation and target of our environmental diplomacy clear, and based on this, we 
must take a more active stance and take some measures to construct the future 
development strategies of China’s environmental diplomacy, such as establishing 
global environmental governance mechanisms, promoting domestic environmental 
processes and international environmental cooperation, enlarging foreign environment 
aid, strengthening environmental publicity and so on.  
The paper consists of four chapters: 
In the first chapter, the author introduces the rising background of China’s 
environmental diplomacy and the general situations before the reform and 
opening-up.  
Chapter two is the key chapter. The author divides China’s environmental 
diplomacy since the reform and opening-up into three periods, including the grope 













At the same time, the author describes the characteristics of each period in detail.  
On the basis of chapter two, the author summarizes the functions of China’s 
environmental diplomacy since the reform and opening-up in chapter three and 
evaluates its achievements and shortcomings comprehensively. 
In the last chapter, the author firstly points out the challenges of China’s 
environmental diplomacy since the reform and opening-up and then tries to construct 
the future development strategies of China’s environmental diplomacy, hoping it can 
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（一）国外方面 
环境外交是国际关系研究的一个新领域，研究的历史并不长。国外关于世界
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